Traditional Knowledge Digital Library 
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Traditional Knowledge Digital Library (TKDL) is an innovative application of Information and Communication Technology for inventorisation of Traditional Knowledge (TK) in particular Traditional Medicine (TM) and Intangible Cultural Heritage, to preserve, safeguard, protect and get recognized Traditional Knowledge and Cultural heritage at National and International level.

The traditional knowledge information available in public domain is in local languages and in a format, which is not understandable to patent examiners. For example, books on Ayurveda containing drug formulations are in Sanskrit, for Unani system these are in Urdu, Arabic or Persian, and for Siddha in Tamil. These books are easily available in market since these are formally taught in traditional medical colleges in India. The information existing in these texts are being misappropriated by converting these into patent applications and filed as novel innovations for the grant of patents in the international patent offices which is a clear case of piracy.  The lack of access to this information with the patent examiners provides opportunity for biopiracy and enables the grant of wrong patents. 

The  way to prevent grant of wrong patents on the codified traditional knowledge available in public domain is to provide a database tool to the patent examiners at International Patent Offices, which will help them to identify the prior art. The issue of creating the database is to break the language and format barrier in which traditional knowledge exists in our country. TKDL addresses the above issues and makes the codified traditional knowledge available in patent application format in five international languages which are English, French, Spanish, German and Japanese. The search facility which includes the simple and advanced search enables the patent examiners to carry out search and examination of the entire database rapidly. For each formulation the scanned image of the original formulation that has been transcribed, is linked along with the original references, illustrations of the plant, animal and mineral resources, have also been included. 

Biopiracy of Traditional Knowledge

The grant of wrong patents linked to traditional medicines, which is either based on what is already a part of the traditional knowledge of the developing world, or a minor variation thereof, has been causing a great concern to the developing world. TKDL expert groups have carried out several detailed studies and it has been assessed at present about 2000 wrong patents/year are being granted which concerns directly the Indian System of Medicine.  Therefore we believe  documentation efforts of India would prove to be beneficial to all concerned i.e. India by ensuring our knowledge systems get fully safeguarded, international patent offices since it would enhance their search and examination capabilities in the area of traditional knowledge and to the IP system as a whole by ensuring that wrong patents do not get granted.

Conclusion

TKDL database shall act as a bridge between ancient verses in different local languages and a patent Examiner at a global level, since the database will provide information on modern as well as local names in a language and format understandable to patent Examiners. TKDL does not aim to prevent scientific research in the area of medicinal plants, it only aims to break barriers in language and format for existing codified knowledge available in public domain.

